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Aquatic Invasive Species House Bill 729

HB 729 An Act Relative to the Protection of our Natural Bodies of Water

The AIS legislation was created to establish an invasive aquatic species control and prevention fund to be administered by the Department of Conservation and Recreation.

Summary:

In an effort to stop harmful non-native invasive plant species from spreading throughout the State, this bill creates a Management Authority to develop a program to prevent and curb the spread of harmful non-indigenous species.  The bill also prohibits any state agency from procuring non-native invasive plants, as defined by the bill.

Status:

Currently the bill is in the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture.  There was a public hearing on July 16, 2007.

As of now funding is still the major hurtle to over come.  This piece of legislation is extremely important and well supported by my colleagues due to the spread and infection of these species in many of the states fresh bodies of water.  It is a problem the entire Commonwealth is facing.  

Last Years Progress:

Last session the bill made it to the Senate Ways and Means Committee at that time the session ended, we are working aggressively to try and move this bill forward to move forward.

It would be extremely helpful to contact your local Representatives and Senators to voice your support of this bill.  Written testimony can still be submitted to Chairwoman Pamela Resor and Chairman Frank Smizik (State House Room 473F) in order to help move this important piece of legislation forward.

